
 
PhD assistantship in belowground C allocation 

 

Belowground carbon allocation. Allocation of resources and growth of different organs is central 
to ecosystem response and acclimation to environmental conditions and stresses. Recent 
findings suggest greater and more dynamic changes in the allocation patterns than recognized in 
most ecosystem models, which could affect their ability to capture interannual differences in 
productivity. A PhD assistantship is available to collect validation data and apply a newly 
developed data-based carbon allocation model across a land use gradient in Texas, and across 
forest ecosystems globally. The ideal candidate should have at least a few of the following skills: 
solid understanding of ecosystem carbon cycle or plant ecophysiology, carbon flux 
measurements, soil carbon dynamics, experience working with large datasets, and experience 
with a computer scripting language. As periodic fieldwork at distant locations is required, the 
successful candidate must have or promptly obtain a valid US driver’s license and be willing to 
travel for up to three weeks at a time. 

Review of applications is ongoing and will continue until a suitable candidate is found. The 
position will start in January 2019.  

To apply, please send a cover letter, curriculum vitae, copies of academic transcripts, coding and 
writing examples, names and contact information of three references, and GRE and TOEFL scores 
(for international applicants) by e-mail to Dr. Asko Noormets (noormets@tamu.edu). The 
departmental graduate student acceptance criteria and procedures are outlined at 
https://essm.tamu.edu/academics/graduate/prospective/. 
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